CHAP. II.

SPEECH OF GREGORY.

7?

was the dragon of the Apocalypse raging against the
Church; and in the same old Eoman spirit he drew the
omen of victory from its discomfiture. "Now, there-
fore, brethren, it behoves us to draw the sword of ven-
geance ; now must we smite the foe of God and of his
Church; now shall his bruised head, which lifts itself in
its haughtiness against the foundation of the faith and
of all the Churches, fall to the earth; there, according
to the sentence pronounced against his pride, to go upon
his belly, and eat the dust. Fear not, little flock, saith
the Lord, for it is the will of your Father to grant you
the kingdom. Long enough have ye borne with him;
often enough have ye admonished him: let his seared
conscience be made at length to feel!"

The whole synod replied with one voice, " Let thy
wisdom, most holy Father, whom the divine mercy has
raised up to rule the world in our days, utter such a
sentence against this blasphemer, this usurper, this
tyrant, this apostate, as may crush him to the earth, and
make him a warning to future ages. . . . Draw the
sword, pass the judgement, that the righteous may rejoice
when Tie seeth the vengeance, and wash his hands in the
blood of the ungodly"b

The formal sentence was delayed, to prepare it in
more awful terms, till the next day. On the morning
arrived letters from many prelates and nobles of Ger-
many and Italy, disclaiming the acts of the synods at
Worms and Piacenza, and imploring the forgiveness of
the Pope for their enforced assent to those decrees.
The Pontiff again took his seat in the Lateran, encircled

b Psalm Iviii. 10. Paul Berimed,
the fullest authority on this period,
gives the whole as the proceedings of
sue day. Other writers seem to

show that they occupied two; but tha
distribution of the business between
those two days is somewhat con-
jectural.